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Abstract

This qualitative research aims to study the causes and motivation to be a gunman,
investigate the procedures and forms of being a gunman, and to find appropriate preventive
methods to suppress sunmen. Data were collected through document analysis as well as in-
depth interviews with 10 key informants including experienced police officers, judges, and
ex-gunmen.

The results showed that influential factors and motivation included financial factors,
psychological factors, and social factors. Psychological factors stemmed from the lack of good
parenting which led to an inability to manage the impulses and control emotions. Social factors
were mainly from friends’ and the community’s influence and the patronage system in which
superiors were well served. In order to be a gunman, a person  was generally convinced to
join a criminal organization as a facilitator or advocator before being promoted to gunman.
The methods to prevent a person from being a gunman and suppress gunmen included the
strengthening of the family institution, the improvement of relations among people within the
community, the improvement of the community safety and security, and the improvement
of the justice processes. Furthermore, police officers must also build a good relationship
with the community in order to promote the public collaboration in preventing and reporting
crimes. Ex-gunmen, influential persons, and teenage delinquents must be enlisted so that

police officers could closely monitor their behaviors.

Keywords: Gunmen, Influential persons, Gunman Suppression
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