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Abstract

Thailand has long been faced with road safety problems. Each year, numerous road
accidents have taken countless lives and damaged vast amounts of assets, resulting in
significant impact on economic and social development. Thailand has therefore re-instituted
the Demerit Point System of which its implementation is forthcoming. This article aims to
analyze the performance of Thailand’s Demerit Point System through comparison against best
practices that comply to international standards, and to guidelines as practiced by countries
that have implemented similar point systems. Findings from the article indicate that Thailand’s
Demerit Point System as a whole, is of comparable standard to those of advanced countries.
Key recommendations arising from the study that can be adopted to improve the system
include 1) Designing a point system and offenses for new drivers, experienced drivers and
drivers of public transport; 2) Designing a point system and offenses related to speeding and
driving under the influence of alcohol to be consistent with the degree of severity of violation
of the law; and 3) A review of the guidelines and principles governing the Demerit Point System

should be performed every 1 to 2 years.
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