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Abstract

The study aimed to explore adolescents’ social media use habits, study perceptions
of social media with violent content, and investigate learning from social media with violent
content, as well as to analyze the relationships between the learning process and perceptions,
learning, and behavior. The study employed a mixed-method approach and design. The
quantitative research used a questionnaire survey with eighty-three undergraduate students
at a public university in a metropolitan area. The qualitative research utilized in-depth-
interviews with two junior students as key informants. The results found that adolescents used
social media more than three times a day, had over six hours of access per day, and used
Twitter more than other channels. They viewed social media with violent content about two
to three times per week. Learning from the perception of the social media with violent content
included attention to content presented in the media on how to avoid violence, remembering
advice or how to survive, actions on using advice for survival or solving violence problems,
and motivation from seeing the cons of violence. For learning, the highest ranked item was
learning how to avoid violent situations. In terms of behavior, avoiding viewing social media
with violent content was the ranked the highest. The results also revealed that all four aspects
of the learning process were significantly related to learning, but there were only three aspects

that were significantly related to behavior: attention, remembering, and actions.
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