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Abstract

This study aims to 1) explore the trends of drug-related criminal cases under the
jurisdiction of Mueang Chanthaburi Police Station, 2) examine the problems and obstacles in
drug-related police operations that police officers have encountered at Mueang Chanthaburi
Police Station, and 3) propose the solutions to the problems and obstacles in drug-related
police operations. A qualitative research method was employed to collect data, including in-
depth interviews with a total of seven key informants. To illustrate, the key informants were
categorised into two groups, consisting of 1) four senior police officers at the executive level
and 2) three front-line police officers at the operational level. The research findings found that
the rates of drug-related crime in Chanthaburi tended to increase while the implementation
of drug policy was relatively ineffective. Consequently, there were many problems and
obstacles that police officers encountered in their operations, which could be classified into
five dimensions as follows: 1) a lack of knowledge and skills in drug-related crime prevention
and suppression, 2) ambiguities in policies and orders, 3) a lack of community support, 4)
inappropriate law enforcement and punishment, and 5) a lack of human and financial
resources. Therefore, if these problems and obstacles were addressed, police operations for
drug-related criminal cases at Mueang Chanthaburi Police Station would be more effective

and would lead to a sustainable solution to drug problems in the jurisdiction.
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