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Guidelines for Practice and Prevention of Offenses under the Immigration Act B.E. 2522:

The Case of Individuals Holding Dual Thai-Malaysian Nationality
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Abstract

This research aims to 1) study the problems encountered in the operation or
implementation of the law on dual nationality persons under the Immigration Act B.E. 2522
and 2) propose guidelines for more effective prevention of offenses as per the Immigration
Act B.E. 2522. The results identified three factors contributing to dual nationality, Thai-
Malaysian: 1) the establishment of the nation-state 2) familial ties and 3) political factors in
Malaysia. The guidelines for managing individuals with dual nationality under the Immigration
Act B.E. 2522 encompass five cases, categorized into four groups as follow: 1) Individuals using
Thai nationality passports for entry and exit from the kingdom. This group is permitted to
travel in and out of Thailand without any conditions. 2) Persons with both Thai nationality and
another nationality using a non-Thai passport for travel into and out of the kingdom must
adhere to Thai laws and regulations, as outlined in the Immigration Act B.E. 2522, Section 12,
and relevant countries. 3) Individuals with dual nationality using a Thai passport to enter the
kingdom and a foreign passport for travel outside the kingdom. Given Thailand's adherence to
the principle of having a single nationality, immigration officers scrutinize permission in the
single nationality passport used for entry. 4) Individuals holding passports of two nationalities
without Thai nationality, using one nationality's passport for entry and the other nationality's
passport for travel outside the kingdom. Immigration officials typically check permission only
in the passport of the nationality used for entry. Additionally, security issues were
encountered, including problems with illegal border crossings and challenges related to
entering and exiting the Kingdom. The study results will serve as guidelines to improve

practices and prevent offenses in accordance with the Immigration Act B.E. 2522 for individuals
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with dual Thai-Malaysian nationality. These findings can be utilized to align with the law and
current circumstances, to enhance a clear understanding of the rights and duties of individuals
with dual nationalities, Thai-Malaysian, and to contribute to the protection of the rights and

interests of these individuals.

Keywords: Dual nationality, Thai-Malaysian nationality, Crime prevention
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