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Abstract

Since Ratchaburi Province shares a border with a neighboring country, it faces persistent
challenges regarding the illegal entry of undocumented migrants. Recognizing the significance of this
issue, the researchers conducted this qualitative study to investigate the current problems and
propose effective guidelines for the prevention and suppression of illegal immigration in the border
areas of Ratchaburi Province. Data were collected through in-depth interviews with 15 immigration and
border security officials stationed at Ratchaburi border checkpoints. The findings revealed that the
departments responsible for border control suffer from a critical shortage of personnel, a lack of
operational understanding among staff, and insufficient budget allocations. Furthermore, the natural
geographical terrain of Ratchaburi Province inherently facilitates illegal border crossings, limiting officials
to a defensive strategy. Consequently, the proposed guidelines emphasize increasing the frequency of
border patrolsrand checkpoints, deploying additional personnel, providing specialized training for
operational “staff, and increasing the budget for essential equipment. Practically, the study
recommends a combined deployment of CCTV cameras, unmanned aerial vehicles (drones), and
thermal imaging.devices to enhance operational success. At the policy level, it is highly recommended
to allocate budgets and personnel proportional to the actual workload and to establish a specialized

task force dedicated exclusively to foreign labor prevention and suppression.
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